The Current Volume 20 : Issue 18 by Nova Southeastern University
Nova Southeastern University 
NSUWorks 
The Current NSU Digital Collections 
1-19-2010 
The Current Volume 20 : Issue 18 
Nova Southeastern University 
Follow this and additional works at: https://nsuworks.nova.edu/nsudigital_newspaper 
NSUWorks Citation 
Nova Southeastern University, "The Current Volume 20 : Issue 18" (2010). The Current. 446. 
https://nsuworks.nova.edu/nsudigital_newspaper/446 
This Newspaper is brought to you for free and open access by the NSU Digital Collections at NSUWorks. It has 
been accepted for inclusion in The Current by an authorized administrator of NSUWorks. For more information, 
please contact nsuworks@nova.edu. 
The Student-Run Newspaper of Nova Southeastern University
www.nsucurrent.com Volume 20, Issue 18January 19, 2010
Coming Together for Haiti
Photo by L. Aurigemma
The NSU community joins together in a candlelight vigil on Jan. 15 to remember people who were lost in the 
earthquakes in Haiti, as well as to celebrate the lives of  those who were found. 
	 On	 the	 evening	 of	 Jan.	
12,	 the	 world	 watched	 as	 men,	
women	and	children	were	pulled	
out	 of	 the	 rubble	 that	 became	
Haiti	after	a	magnitude	7.0	earth-
quake	 shook	 the	 country	 earlier	
that	day.
	 The	capital,	Port-au-Prince,	
was	 stormed	 with	 devastated	
people	screaming	for	their	family	
members	 and	 friends	 as	 many	
were	found	dead	and	others	were	
not	found	at	all.	As	of	Jan.	15,	the	
Red	Cross	had	estimated	45,000-
50,000	 people	 were	 dead	 and	
many	more	were	missing.
	 “My	father	who	works	[in]	
downtown	Haiti	was	sitting	in	his	
office when the walls started to 
shake.	He	tried	to	run	out	to	avail	
my	uncle	was	screaming	for	him	
to	 run	out.	He	 told	me	when	he	
finally walked out into the street 
the	people	were	white,	covered	in	
dust.	But	they	were	not	screaming	
or	 crying.	 Their	 hands	 were	
raised	 to	 the	 sky	 thanking	 God	
they	 had	 survived,”	 said	Angela	
Petruzzelli,	legal	studies	major.
	 The	 quake,	 which	 was	
felt	 in	 eastern	 Cuba	 and	 in	 the	
Dominican	 Republic,	 was	 the	
strongest	 earthquake	 in	 Haiti	 in
200	 years.	 It	 destroyed	 many	
homes	 and	 buildings,	 including	
the	 presidential	 palace	 and	
hospitals,	 as	 well	 as	 airports,	
harbors	 and	 roads,	 making	 aid	
harder	to	mobilize.
	 “I’m	 from	 Haiti	 and	 the	
logistics	 of	 getting	 these	 aid	
items	 to	 the	 people	 who	 need	
them will be difficult. Haiti has 
shanty	towns	and	unpaved	roads	
and	this	will	only	add	to	the	delay	
considering	all	the	buildings	that	
have	been	shook	to	the	ground,”	
said	Claire	Michéle	Rice,	Ph.D.,	
associate	chair	and	assistant	pro-
fessor	in	the	Graduate	School	of	
Humanities	and	Social	Sciences.
	 “A	 lot	 of	 people	 want	 to	
help,	 but	 no	 one	 is	 coordinating	
that.	 The	Haitian	 government	 is	
in	disarray	and	almost	every	aid	
agency	 that	 was	 there	 suffered	
the	 damages,	 too,”	 said	 David	
Kilroy,	Ph.D.,	associate	professor	
in	 the	 Farquhar	 College	 of	
Arts	 and	 Sciences	 Division	 of	
Humanities,	who	has	visited	Haiti	
as	a	missionary.
	 Since	 help	 took	 a	while	 to	
ANNARELY RODRIGUEZ
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	 The	 recent	 extreme	 cold	
weather	 has	 left	 more	 than	 just	
Floridians	 freezing	 in	 the	 chill.	
Several	 cold-shocked	 sea	 turtles	
have been found floating listlessly 
in	 frigid	 waters.	 NSU	 students	
joined	 workers	 from	 Florida’s	
Department	 of	 Environmental	
Protection	 to	 help	 save	 these	
endangered	 reptiles.	 The	 rescue	
was	 organized	 by	 the	 state	 Fish	
and	Wildlife	Commission.	
	 On	 Jan.	 12,	 more	 than	
20	 volunteers	 released	 turtles	
collected	 by	 state	 workers	
in	 Central	 Florida	 into	 the	
Intracostal	 Waterway	 off	 John	
U.	 Lloyd	 State	 Park	 in	 Dania	
Beach.	 Many	 of	 the	 sea	 turtles	
were	 taken	 from	 the	 chilly	 58	
degree	waters	of	the	Indian	River	
Lagoon	 in	 Brevard	County.	The	
Intracoastal	 will	 provide	 the	
turtles	with	water	that	is	a	least	10	
degrees	warmer.	
	 Graduate	 students	 from	
NSU	 helped	 save	 17	 green	
sea	 turtles	 and	 a	 300-pound	
loggerhead.	 Some	 of	 the	
turtles	 were	 so	 heavy	 that	
students	 had	 to	 partner	 up	 to	
carry	 them.	 Curtis	 Burney,	 Ph.D.,
who	 oversees	 the	 Broward	
County	 Sea	Turtle	 Conservation	
Program	 at	 NSU’s	 Oceano-
graphic	 Center	 said.	 “Saving	
sea	 turtles	 is	 very	 satisfying	
and	 worthwhile.”	 For	 the	 last	
22	 years	 Burney	 has	 been	 the	
principal	 investigator	 in	 the	
Broward	County	Program	where	
workers	 try	 to	 assess	 and	 man-
age	 sea	 turtle	 nesting	 through-
out	 the	 county.	He	 believes	 that	
saving	the	turtles	 is	essential	for	
the	 students	 and	 the	 program	
because	“besides	providing	fund-
ing	 for	 the	 workers,	 the	 project	
generates	a	large	amount	of	data	
each	year,	 and	 that	has	been	 the	
basis	for	many	student	theses	and	
capstone	papers.”					
	 “Helping	with	the	sea	turtle	
release	was	very	rewarding.	I	am	
thankful	 to	 everyone	 throughout	
Florida	who	helped	rescue,	rehab-
ilitate,	and	return	these	turtles	to	
the	 ocean,”	 said	Megan	Wilson,	
recent	 NSU	 graduate	 of	 a	M.A.	
degree	 in	 marine	 environmental	
science.	Wilson	goes	on	to	explain	
that	 all	 sea	 turtle	 species	 are	
either	 threatened	 or	 endangered	
of	 extinction	 so,	 “At	 this	 point,	
NSU Students Help Save Sea 
Turtles from Cold Waters
ISIS DARIOS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
every	turtle	counts.”	
	 Sea	turtles,	like	all	reptiles,	
are	 cold-blooded	 which	 means	
their	 body	 temperature	 is	
regulated	 by	 the	 surround-ing	
external	 temperature.	 When	 the	
water	 gets	 too	 cold	 sea	 turtles	
go	 into	 shock	 and	 their	 body	
functions	 start	 to	 shut	 down.	
Therefore,	moving	 the	 turtles	 to
warmer	 waters	 is	 necessary	 for	
their	 survival.	 Cold-stunned	 sea
turtles	have	been	found	in	the	past,	
but	not	in	such	large	numbers.	
	 Other	 rescue	 missions	 are	
expected	 to	 take	 place	 to	 save	
sea	 turtles	 in	 the	 Panhandle	 and	
North	 Florida.	 It	 is	 likely	 that	
many	 turtles	 will	 make	 their	
way	back	up	north	as	the	waters	
get	warmer.	
	 “The	 thing	 that	 sticks	
out	 the	 most	 is	 all	 the	 volun-
teers	 and	 people,”	 said	Carmelo	
Duesler,	 park	 service	 specialist
with	 the	 Florida	 Department
of	 Environmental	 Protection,	
Courtesy of www.deepseawaters.com
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Changes in Graduate 
Record Exam to Benefit 
Test Takers
JUAN GALLO
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR
	 In	 Aug.	 2011,	 several	
significant changes will be 
implemented	 for	 the	 Graduate	
Record	Exam,	an	exam	that	most	
students	 applying	 to	 graduate	
programs	are	required	to	take.	
	 “The	 Educational	 Testing	
Service,	which	offers	the	exam	to	
an	estimated	600,000	individuals	
annually,	 tried	 to	 make	 changes	
in	2007	but,	unable	to	do	so	then,	
they	now	guarantee	‘100	percent’	
that	 the	 new	 test	 will	 launch	 at	
the	announced	date,”	said	David	
Payne,	 an	 ETS	 vice	 president	
and chief operating officer for its 
college	and	graduate	programs.	
	 Changes	in	the	GRE	will	be	
both	format	and	content	oriented.	
One	 change	 is	 in	 the	 scoring	
system.	A	scale	that	is	now	from	
200-800	with	score	increments	of	
ten	points	will	change	to	a	scale	
from	130-170	with	increments	of	
one	 point	 writes	 Scott	 Jaschikk	
for	 InsideHigherEd.com.	 The	
test	 is	 also	 putting	 more	 of	 an	
emphasis	 on	 reasoning	 and	
assessment,	 as	 they	 are	 adding	
more	 reading	 comprehension	
problems	 and	 questions	 more
related	to	data	analysis.	
	 As	 the	 test	 focuses	 more	
on	 test	 takers’	 comprehension	
of	 concepts	 and	 not	 the	 speed
at	which	they	perform	basic	cal-
culations,	 the	 test	 will	 be
lengthened	 from	 three	 hours	 to
three hours and forty-five minutes. 
 Perhaps the most significant 
change, and the most beneficial 
to	 test	 takers,	will	 be	 the	 ability	
Courtesy of www.fastweb.com
to	skip	a	question	and	come	back	
to	 it	 later,	 essentially	 allowing	
the	 test	 taker	 to	 take	 the	 test	 in	
any	order	he	or	she	desires.	In	its	
current	format,	you	must	answer	
the	 question	 at	 hand	 before	
proceeding	to	the	next.	
	 One	 unique	 advantage	 for	
test	 takers	 in	 the	 next	 year	 and	
a	half	will	 be	 the	 ability	 to	 take	
both	the	old	and	new	versions	of	
the	 test	 to	 see	which	one	allows	
them	to	get	a	higher	score.		
www.nsucurrent.comJanuary 19, 2010 News4
Professor Patrick E. Tolan, Jr.,
founder and faculty advisor to 
Barry Law’s Volunteer Income 
Tax Assistance program, 
encourages his students 
to serve the community. 
“One of the most 
fundamental skills we, 
as professors, can 
provide our future 
attorneys is compassion. 
This is a skill that 
cannot easily be taught 
in the classroom, but 
is quickly developed 
as they help those 
who are less 
fortunate.” Patrick E. Tolan, Jr.
Associate Professor 
of Law
BARRY LAW is... 
faculty focused on you
Real world experiences • Intimate learning environment 
Dynamic, accessible faculty • ABA accredited • Orlando, Florida
www.barry.edu/Law
Barry University School of Law is fully accredited by the American Bar Association (Section
of Legal Education & Admissions to the Bar, ABA, 321 N. Clark Street, Chicago, IL  60654,
312-988-6738).
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	 New	NSU	students,	includ-
ing	 transfer	 students,	 welcomed	
this	 semester,	 while	 returning	
students	 enjoyed	 the	 party	 at	
the first annual Welcome Back 
Carnival	 hosted	 by	 the	 Student	
Events	 and	 Activities	 board.	
The	 festivities	 took	 place	 in	
The	Commons	Courtyard,	where	
tables	were	lined	up	and	occupied	
by	 different	 organizations	 to	
remind	students	to	get	involved.
	 In	an	effort	to	welcome	new	
students	who	started	this	semester,	
the	 SEA	 board	 put	 on	 an	 event	
similar	 to	 events	 organized	 at	
the	beginning	of	 the	year.	Alicia	
Bates,	 graduate	 assistant	 for	
programming	 said,	 “There	 was	
really	 nothing	 to	 welcome	 new	
students	 back	 during	 the	 second	
semester	and	we’re	 really	 trying	
to	get	a	feel	of	what	to	change	or	
do	differently	in	the	future,	since	
its our first time doing this.”
	 Alek	 Culpepper,	 freshman	
communications	 major,	 was	
excited	 to	 be	 part	 of	 the	 event	
claiming,	 “It	 is	 fun	 getting	 to	
meet	and	greet	everyone	here	and	
I	like	seeing	all	the	organizations	
Welcome Back 
Everyone!
NSU	has	to	offer	me.”	In	addition	
to	the	organizations	in	attendance,	
cotton	candy,	bounce	houses,	air-
brush	 tattoos	 and	 tiramisu	 was	
being	offered.	
	 Organizations	at	NSU	seem	
more	 than	 ready	 to	 make	 this	
semester	as	enjoyable	as	the	last.
	 After	 a	 fun	 night	 of	ming-
ling	 and	 playing	 games,	 Max	
Zimmerman,	 freshman	 biology	
major,	 concluded	 that,	 “It’s	
wonderful	 to	 see	 all	 the	 student	
organizations	and	it	really	shows	
what	a	wonderful	community	we	
have	here	at	NSU.”
AMANDA CAZACU
CURRENT AFFAIRS EDITOR
Photo by A. Cazacu
Cotton candy served as one of  the treats of  
the night tempting students to come back 
for seconds.
	 One	 of	 the	 oldest	 tra-
ditions	 of	 the	 Student	 Events	
and	 Activities	 Board,	 SEA	
Thursdays,	 is	 changing…again.	
This	 time,	 ironically,	 the	 name	
is	 not	 changing	 (the	 event	 was	
called	Quad	Thursdays	and	SUB	
Thursdays	 before	 adopting	 its	
current	name).	
	 SEA	 Thursdays	 were	 known	
by	 the	 NSU	 community	 as	 the	
day	 in	 which	 organizations	
would	sponsor	a	table	in	the	Don	
Taft	University	Center	 and	offer	
free	 food.	This	way,	 the	 hosting	
organization	 got	 their	 name	 out	
and	into	the	minds	of	the	attendees.	
	 However,	 as	 of	 this	 se-
mester	 the	 free	 food	 at	 SEA	
Thursdays	might	become	a	rarity.	
Due	 to	 the	 economic	 situation	
and	 other	 factors,	 organizations	
have	 become	 more	 reluctant	 to	
host	the	event.
	 “It	has	stopped,	and	 this	 is	
my	personal	philosophy,	because	
free	food	is	a	way	to	get	people’s	
interest	and	get	them	engaged	the	
first time, not long term engaged,” 
said	Sean	Pepin,	assistant	director	
of	student	activities.
	 The	event	was	designed	so
that	organizations	could	promote
themselves	 and	 get	 more	 stu-
dents	 interested,	 but	 attendees	
would	 get	 the	 food	 and	 leave
before	 they	 learned	 about	 the	
organization.	
	 “SEA	 Thursdays	 are	 still	
going	on	(except	for	the	weeks	of	
midterms and finals), it’s just that 
there	will	not	be	free	food	every	
single	Thursday,”	said	Pepin.
	 To	 keep	 students	 engaged,	
the	 SEA	 Board	 will	 have	 dif-
ferent	 activities,	 music	 courtesy	
of	 Radio	X	 and	—	 if	 an	 organ-
ization	 sponsors	 the	 event	 —	
free	food.
	 “I’m	 a	 commuter	 and	 I	
think	 they	 should	 have	 free	
food	 because	 that	 gets	 people	
to	 come	 and	 all	 organizations	
want	more	people	 to	come	out,”	
said	 Sabrina	 Soler,	 sophomore	
communications	 studies	 major.	
“Besides,	we’re	college	students	
and	 it’s	 free	 food.	Who	 doesn’t	
want	free	food?”
Low Tide for 
SEA Thursdays
ANNARELY RODRIGUEZ
NEWS EDITOR
	 For	 new	 students	 the	
change	is	not	drastic.	“It	doesn’t	
really	bother	me	[that	they	don’t	
have	food]	because	I	was	not	here	
the	previous	years.	 I	 think	[SEA	
Thursday]	is	kind	of	cool	because	
you	 get	 to	 see	 what’s	 around	
campus	 and	 I	 like	 when	 they	
play	music,”	 said	 Jackie	Vienes,	
freshman	marine	biology	major.
	 The	 SEA	 board	 will	 be	
hosting	 other	 events	 throughout	
the	year	 including	“Fear	Factor”	
on	 Jan.	 29	 at	 7	 p.m.	 However,	
their	 biggest	 event	 of	 the	 year	
will	be	homecoming	on	Feb.	6-13	
when	they	will	have	events	every	
day.
	 “This	 year	 homecoming	
will	be	bigger.	We	want	to	make	
this	 once-a-year	 event	 more	
special,”	said	Pepin.
	 If	 organizations	 would	
like	to	spon-sor	SEA	Thursdays,	
e-mail	 the	 SEA	 Board	 at	 sea-
board@nova.edu.
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Spring Recruitment
Monday, January 25th, 2010
Football     Commons Courtyard
4 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Tuesday, January 26th, 2010
Cookout     Commons Pavillion
5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Wednesday, January 27th, 2010
Informational Session     Commons 123A
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Thursday, January 28th, 2010
Dodgeball     RecPlex Basketball Courts
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
For more information contact Ben Choi at 
cbenedic@nova.edu or (727) 432-7232. 
www.ohkappasigma.com
	 More	 than	 350	 Special	 Olympic	
athletes	 competed	 on	 Jan.	 10	 at	 NSU’s	
Don	 Taft	 University	 Center,	 hosted	 by	
Special	 Olympics	 Broward	 County.	
Fortunately,	 the	 unpre-dictable	 chilly	
weather	 did	 not	 keep	 fans	 away	 as	 the	
stadium	was	full	of	cheers.
	 Athletes	 from	 Broward,	 Palm	
Beach,	St.	Lucie,	Martin	and	Indian	River	
Counties	 participated	 in	 the	 tournament	
for	 a	 chance	 to	 advance	 to	 state	 and	
national	 levels.	 Athletes	 competed	 in	
individual	 basketball	 skills,	 team	 skills,	
3-on-3	 teams,	 traditional	 teams	 and	
unified teams, while bonding over their 
love	of	the	sport.
	 Also	 in	 attendance	 was	 NSU’s	
own	 men’s	 basketball	 team,	 who	 came	
out	 to	 support	 their	 team	 manager	
David	 Chaviano,	 a	 Special	 Olympics	
athlete	 on	 Broward’s	 Nova	 Sharks	 team.	
“They	 would	 have	 stayed	 up	 all	 night	
to	 see	 this,”	 said	 NSU’s	 head	 basketball	
coach	Gary	Tuell.
	 The	 event	 kicked	 off	 with	 a	 parade	
of	 athletes	 followed	 by	 the	 Pledge	 of	
Allegiance	and	the	National	Anthem,	while	
the	“Flame	of	Hope”	scepter	was	displayed.	
The	 athletes	 took	 an	 oath	 before	 the	 big	
tournament,	vowing	“Let	me	win.	If	I	cannot	
win,	let	me	be	brave	in	the	attempt.”
 NSU is the first and only university 
to	house	a	chapter	of	the	Special	Olympics.	
In	 addition	 to	 providing	 the	 group	 with	 a	
permanent office space, the athletes also 
have	access	to	all	of	NSU’s	sports	facilities.	
	 Do	 not	miss	 out	 on	 the	 next	 Special	
Olympics	 event	 on	 May	 2,	 which	 will	
include	 the	 2010	 Sallarulo’s	 Race	 for	
Champions	 5k	 Run/Walk	 at	 NSU’s	
main	campus.	
	 To	 volunteer,	 call	 (954)	 262-2150.
AMANDA CAZACU
CURRENT AFFAIRS EDITOR
Special Olympics 
Take Over NSU 
for First Event
Courtesy of  the Office of Public Affairs
The Palm Beach Shooters lead the Nova Sharks 35-19 during the tournament’s opening game.
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Events Calendar
Jan. 19-25
Tuesday, Jan. 19
Take Back the Night and 
the Clothesline Project
7:30 p.m.-10 p.m.
Take	 Back	 the	 Night	 is	 an	
annual	NSU	event	dedicated	
to	 raising	 awareness	 of	
sexual	 assault	 and	 violence	
while	 creating	 a	 supportive	
environment	 for	 expression	
and	empowerment.	The	event	
will	 include	 a	 candlelight	
vigil	and	a	speak-out,	where	
survivors	 and	 secondary	
survivors	of	 sexual	violence	
can	 share	 their	 experiences	
in	a	supportive	environment.	
For	more	information,	please	
e-mail	astpreux@nova.edu.
Law of Attraction: Wealth 
Creation Now!
7 p.m.-9 p.m.
Learn	 where	 wealth	 origin-
ates	 and	 how	 to	 create	 it	
fast.	 Presented	 by	 Yvonne	
Dayan	 and	 Choy	 Wong	 of	
www.PotentialsOne.com.	
All	 workshops	 are	 free	 and	
open	 to	 the	 public.	 Class	
sizes	 are	 limited,	 so	be	 sure	
to	 reserve	 your	 spot	 now.	
For	more	information,	please	
call	 (954)	 262-5477	 or	 visit	
www.nova.edu/library/main.
Wednesday, Jan. 20
Workshop Wednesdays: Is 
Graduate School Right 
for Me?
12 p.m.-1 p.m.
This	 event	 will	 take	 place	
in	 the	 Alvin	 Sherman	 Li-
brary on the fourth floor in 
room	 4036.	 To	 RSVP,	 visit	
www.nova.edu/careershark.	
For	 more	 information,	 call	
(954)	262-7201.
“The Golden Age of the 
American Movie Musical: 
Big Bands Take Center 
Stage II” with 
David Novek
12:30 p.m.-2 p.m.
The	 great	 Swing	 Era	 big	
bands	 that	 ruled	 the	 music	
universe	during	the	1930s	and	
1940s	moved	into	movies	in	
a	big	way	during	the	1940s,	
taking	 center	 stage	 in	 a	
number of films that helped 
us	 escape	 reality	 as	 we	
moved	out	of	the	Depression	
and	into	World	War	II.	Some	
of	 the	 celebrated	 leaders	
like	 Benny	 Goodman,	 Glen	
Miller,	Tommy	Dorsey,	Harry	
James,	 Xavier	 Cugat	 and	
Duke	 Ellington,	 not	 only	
led	 their	 bands	 but	 even	
“acted” in the films. For 
more	 information,	 please	
contact	 Heiki	 Dose	 at	
heiked@nsu.nova.edu.
Thursday, Jan. 21
NSU’s Hunger Banquet
12 p.m.
The	 banquet	 serves	 as	 a	
hands-on	 illustration	 of	 the	
inequitable	 distribution	 of	
food	 in	 the	 world.	 Each	
student	 receives	 a	 card	
identifying	 them	 as	 a	 First,	
Second	 or	 Third	 World	
citizen.	 First	World	 citizens	
eat	at	tables	with	tablecloths	
and	 are	 served	 a	 full-course	
meal	 by	 waiters;	 Second	
World	 citizens	 sit	 at	 a	 bare	
table	and	eat	rice,	beans	and	
salad;	 Third	 World	 citizens	
will sit on the bare floor 
and	 will	 have	 to	 share	 two	
bowls	of	rice.	This	event	will	
take	 place	 in	 the	 Don	 Taft	
University	Center.	For	more	
information	 on	 this	 event	
and	others	happening	during	
Unity	week,	please	visit	www.
nova.edu/studentleadership/
unityweek.
Financial Aid Information 
Session
12 p.m.-1 p.m.
Get	 a	 head-start	 on	 your	
financial aid for the 2010-
2011	 academic	 year.	 This	
session	will	provide	answers	
to	 your	 questions	 about	
filing the Free Application 
for	 Federal	 Student	 Aid	
(FAFSA) and the financial 
aid	 process.	 This	 event	 will	
take	 place	 in	 the	 Shepard	
Broad	Law	Center.
“’Good Moves and Bad 
Moves’: Black Female 
Migration and Mobility 
in Discourses from the 
African Diaspora” with 
Andrea Shaw, Ph.D.
12 p.m.–1 p.m.
Corresponding	 with	 the	
annual	academic	theme,	this	
talk	 explores	 the	 “good”	
and	 “evil”	 in	 narratives	 of	
black	 female	 mobility	 and	
migration.	 Primary	 texts	
discussed	will	include	Jamai-
can	 writer	 H.G	 Delisser’s	
novel	 “Jane’s	 Career,”	Afri-
can filmmaker Ousmane 
Sembene’s	 movie,	 “Black	
Girl”	 and	 reggae	 dancehall	
artist	 General	 Tree’s	 song,	
“Gone	a	Negril.”	This	event
will	 take	 place	 in	 the	
Parker	 Building	 in	 room	
240.	 For	 more	 information,	
please	 contact	 Jim	 Doan	
at	 (954)	 262-8207	 or	 visit	
www.fcas.nova.edu/articles/fls.
GBSA Hosts “Fashionable 
Professionals” 
6 p.m.-9 p.m.
Dress	 your	 best	 for	 pro-
fessional	 success.	 Open	 to	
all	 of	 the	NSU	Community.	
Food	 and	 entertainment	
will	be	provided.	This	event	
will	 take	 place	 in	 the	 Don	
Taft	 University	 Center,	 2nd	
Floor	Lounge.
Take Back the Night and 
the Clothesline Project
7 p.m.
In	 conjunction	 with	 Take	
Back	the	Night,	the	Clothes-
line	Project,	a	visual	exhibit	of	
shirts	with	graphic	messages	
and	 illustrations	 designed	
by	survivors	of	violence	and	
their	 loved	 ones,	will	 be	 on	
display.	The	Project	serves	as	
a	 vital	 means	 of	 conveying	
the	enormity	of	 the	problem	
of	 violence	 against	 women.	
This	 event	 will	 take	 place	
on	the	Athletics	and	Student	
Affairs	 Building	 patio.	 For	
more	 information	 on	 this
event	 and	 others	 happen-
ing	 during	 Unity	 week,	
please	 visit	 www.nova.edu/
studentleadership/unityweek.
Saturday, Jan. 23
Wall of Hate and Unity 
Week Extravaganza
6 p.m –12 a.m.
Using	 painted	 bricks	 sign-
ifying	 discrimination,	 op-
pression	and	inhumanity,	the	
Wall	of	Hate	will	be	erected	
and	 will	 stand	 on	 NSU’s	
main	campus	until	Friday	at	
7	p.m.	The	NSU	community	
will	 then	 pull	 down	 the	
Wall	 of	 Hate,	 signifying	
the	 power	 every	 individual	
has	 to	 create	 constructive	
change	 for	 the	 future.	 The	
Monday, Jan. 25
Financial Aid Information 
Session
12 p.m.-1 p.m.
Get	 a	 head-start	 on	 your	
financial aid for the 2010-
2011	 academic	 year.	 This	
session	will	provide	answers	
to your questions about filing 
the	 Free	 Application	 for	
Federal	Student	Aid	(FAFSA)	
and the financial aid process. 
This	event	will	take	place	in	
the	HPD	Cafeteria.
Haiti Interfaith Prayer
12:30 p.m
There	 will	 be	 a	 Haiti	 Inter-
faith	 Prayer	 hosted	 by	
Spiritual	 Life	 in	 Rosenthal	
Student	 Center,	 Room	 218.	
For	more	information,	please	
contact	 Heidi	 Hassel	 at	
hh258@nova.edu.
Haiti Relief Efforts 
Meeting
12 p.m
Haitian	relief	efforts	meeting	
in	Rosenthal	Student	Center,	
Room	 200	 for	 anyone	 who	
would	 like	 to	 help	 or	 lead	
a	 fundraising	 or	 service	
initiative.	 This	 will	 give	 us	
the	opportunity	to	collaborate	
together	 and	 mobilize	 our	
campus	 community.	 For	
more	 in-formation,	 please	
contact	 Heidi	 Hassel	 at	
hh258@nova.edu.
Oxfam Hunger Banquet
5 p.m.
Experience	 the	 discrepancy	
between social classes first 
hand.	Learn	about	ways	you	
can fight world poverty and 
hunger	 here	 at	 NSU.	 This	
event	 will	 take	 place	 in	 the	
University	 Center	 Pit.	 For	
more	 information,	 please	
contact	Sharein	El-Tourky	at	
eltourky@nova.edu.
Power Lunch with 
BankAtlantic
1:15 p.m.-2 p.m.
With	 Tom	 Triozzi,	 SVP,	
Director	 of	 Marketing	 and	
Thomas	 Dougherty,	 VP	 of	
Database	 Marketing.	 This	
event	 will	 take	 place	 in	 the	
Carl	DeSantis	Building.	For	
more	information,	please	con-
tact	gbsa@huizenga.nova.edu.
Sunday, Jan. 24
Adult Computer Camp: 
Resume Writing
1 p.m.
Learn	how	to	access	software	
and	online	programs	such	as	
Microsoft Office templates 
and	 Google	 Docs	 to	 create	
a	 résumé.	 Participants	 will	
also	learn	about	NSU	résumé	
building	 databases	 and	 e-
books.	 Directions	 will	 also	
be	given	on	how	to	complete	
and	 post	 a	 basic	 résumé.	
Attendees	 will	 be	 asked	 to	
bring	 the	 following:	 NSU	
library card, a flash drive or 
a	 disk	 to	 save	 items,	 have	
access	 to	 a	 personal	 email	
account,	 and	 information	
about	your	work	and	educa-
tion	history	to	input	into	your	
résumé.	Basic	computer	skills	
are	 required	 for	 this	 class.	
All	 workshops	 are	 FREE	
and	open	to	the	public.	Class	
sizes	 are	 limited	 so	 be	 sure	
to	 reserve	 your	 spot	 now!	
For	more	information,	please	
call	 (954)	 262-5477	 or	 visit	
www.nova.edu/library/main.
destruction	 of	 the	 Wall	 of	
Hate	will	be	part	of	the	Unity	
Week	 Extravaganza,	 which	
includes	 a	 cultural	 fashion	
show	 at	 6	 p.m.	 and	 Dabke,	
a	 traditional	 Mediterranean	
chain	 dance,	 at	 8	 p.m.	 This	
event	 will	 take	 place	 in	 the	
Alvin	 Sherman	 Library	
quad.	 For	more	 information	
on	 this	 event	 and	 others	
happening	 during	 Unity	
week,	 please	 visit	 www.
nova.edu/studentleadership/
unityweek/.
Unity Week Fashion Show
6 p.m –12 a.m.
The	 fashion	 show	 is	 taking	
place	 in	 the	 Quad	 in	 front	
of	 the	 Wall	 of	 Hate.	 For	
more	 information,	 please	
contact	 Sakiyna	 Doocran	 at	
doocran@nova.edu
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get	 to	 the	 people,	 some	 looting	
occurred.	 “Their	 food	 supply	
was	destroyed,	 there	are	a	 lot	of	
bodies	 in	 the	streets	—	not	only	
do	 people	 want	 to	 bury	 their	
loved	ones	but	this	can	cause	an	
epidemic	 outbreak	—	 it’s	 not	 a	
happy	 situation.	 I	 would	 guess	
they	 also	 have	 that	 feeling	 of	
‘why	 us?’	 the	 one	 place	 in	 the	
world	that	could	not	afford	a	7.0	
magnitude	 earthquake	 on	 top	
of	 hurricanes.	 I	 wouldn’t	 blame	
them	 if	 they	 are	 frustrated	 and	
depressed,”	said	Kilroy.	
What NSU is Doing
The	university	and	student	organ-
izations	 have	 come	 together	 to	
host	a	series	of	events	and	drives	
to	 help	 the	 country.	The	Haitian	
Students	Association,	 the	Health	
Professions	 Division	 and	 the	
Oceanographic	 Center	 are	 all	
collecting	donations	for	different	
charities,	 including	 the	 Red	
Cross,	and	Food	for	the	Poor.
	 “The	 NSU	 community’s	
fast	 mobilization	 of	 efforts	
warms	 my	 heart.	 Students	 have	
approached	me	 and	 asked	 about	
my	 family.	They	have	asked	me	
what	they	can	do	to	help	and	have	
even	brought	in	food	and	clothes	
to	donate,”	said	Rice.
	 A	 candlelight	 vigil	 was	
held	 on	 Friday,	 Jan.	 15,	 where	
water,	 dry	 food	 and	 other	 items	
were	 collected	 to	 donate	 to	 the	
Red	Cross.	
	 “The	 vigil	 was	 beautiful	
tonight.	 God	 bless	 all	 of	 the	
families	 that	are	affected	by	 this	
tragedy,”	 said	 Nasya	 Moise,	
freshman	nursing	major.	
	 The	 Health	 Professions	
Division	 is	 also	 organizing	 their
efforts.	 The	 College	 of	 Osteo-
pathic	 Medicine	 is	 planning	 a	
mission	 this	week	with	 students	
and	 faculty	 to	 provide	 care	
in	Haiti.
	 The	 Student	 Government	
Association	 of	 the	 Graduate	
School	 of	 Humanities	 and	 So-
cial	 Sciences	 is	 also	 lending	 a	
helping	hand.	They	are	collecting	
nonperishable	 items	 which	 you	
may	drop	off	in	the	Brief	Therapy	
Institute	 or	 in	 the	 lobby	 of	 the	
Maltz	Psychology	Building.
	 During	Unity	Week	 events	
such	 as	 prayer	 groups,	 a	 hunger	
banquet,	and	support	groups	will	
be	held	throughout	the	campus.
	 “These	 are	 our	 neighbors.	
We	need	to	be	proactive	in	help-
ing	 them	 out,	 particularly	 NSU	
since	 many	 of	 our	 students	 and	
staff	are	Haitians”	said	Kilroy.
What the World is Doing
“It	 has	 touched	 my	 heart	 by	
the	 international	 response,	 par-
ticularly	 Obama’s	 decision	 to	
send	 aid	within	 two	 days	 of	 the	
event	occurring,”	said	Rice.
	 There	 are	 many	 other	
organizations	that	are	helping	out	
the	country.	By	entering	“Haitian	
Relief”	 on	 a	 search	 engine	 a	
plethora	 of	 options	 to	 show	
support	 will	 result.	 However,	
authorities	 have	 warned	 of	
fraudulent	 organizations	 espe-
cially	 online.	 Therefore,	 it	 is	
recommended	 that	 you	 ensure	
the	legitimacy	of	an	organization	
before	you	donate.	
	 A	 big	 contributor	 and	
spokesperson	 for	Haiti	 has	 been	
Wycleff	 Jean,	 Haitian	 musician,	
who	 has	 facilitated	 the	 way	 in	
which	 people	 may	 donate	 by	
establishing	 a	 texting	 program.	
Simply	 text	 the	 word	 “Yele”	 to	
501501	 and	 $5	 will	 be	 charged	
to	 your	 cell	 phone	 account.	The	
Red	 Cross	 is	 also	 using	 this	
innovative	 method.	 You	 may	
text	 “Help”	 to	 90999	 to	 donate	
$10.	The	Red	Cross	is	also	been	
accepting	donations,	as	well	as	the	
United	Way.
	 Another	 major	 technologi-
cal	advance,	Twitter,	has	played	a	
major	role	in	raising	awareness	of	
the	situation	in	Haiti.	Celebrities	
tweeted	 within	 hours	 of	 the	
occurrence	 linking	 their	 favorite	
“On behalf of Haitian Students Association 
of Nova Southeastern University, we thank 
everyone who has come and shown support 
to the victims of Haiti. We ask not only 
[monetary] donations, but for long term 
support in aiding the victims of this tragic 
earthquake. We are strong together and with 
everyone’s help, we can get through this.” 
- Jennifer Lovelace, Shoorena Georges, Carrie Doussou
HAITI from 1
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charities	to	donate	to	the	country.
What Happens Next
“It	 is	 important	 to	 not	 just	 give	
this	week	 and	 then	 forget	 about	
it.	 They	 are	 going	 to	 need	 help	
for	months,”	said	Kilroy.	“This	is	
a	 huge	 commitment	 not	 just	 for	
the	United	States	but	also	Europe	
and	 Latin	 America.	 They	 don’t	
just	 need	 short	 term	 help.	 The	
roads	and	the	infrastructure	must	
be	 rebuilt	 to	 withstand	 another	
earthquake.”
	 Since	the	major	earthquake	
on	Jan.	12,	two	more	earthquakes	
have	 hit	 Haiti.	 They	 occurred	
on	 Jan.	15	 and	 their	magnitudes	
were	4.5	and	4.6.	
“On behalf of Haitian Students Association 
of Nova Southeastern University, we thank 
everyone who has come and shown support 
to the victims of Haiti. We ask not only 
[monetary] donations, but for long term 
support in aiding the victims of this tragic 
earthquake. We are strong together and with 
everyone’s help, we can get through this.” 
- Jennifer Lovelace, Shoorena Georges, Carrie Doussou
All photos by L. Aurigemma
       If you would like to donate, 
The Current has compiled 
a list of organizations that 
are collecting non-perishable 
items, clothing and monetary 
donations to send to Haiti in 
their time of need. 
Yele Haiti
www.yele.org Text “YELE” to 
501501 ($5 will be billed to 
your cell phone and donated to 
the Haitian relief efforts)
The Clinton Foundation
www.clintonfoundation.org/
haitiearthquake Text “HAITI” to 
20222 ($10 donation billed to 
your cell) 
The Red Cross
www.redcross.org TEXT “HELP” 
to 90999 ($10 donation billed 
to your cell)  
To donate larger sums of 
money visit: 
Catholic Relief Services
https://secure.crs.org/site/
Donation2?df_id=3181&3181.
donation=form1
Food for the Poor:
https://secure3.convio.net/ffp/
site/Donation2?df_id=6320
    If you would like to ex-
plore more organizations who 
will be working with disaster 
relief for Haiti, you can go to 
www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/2007/
impact/  to see a list of vetted 
organizations to which you can 
send monetary assistance.  
NSU
Nonperishable items such as 
water and canned goods are 
being collected throughout the 
university. In particular, the 
Haitian Students Association 
and Shark Dining will have 
donation bins this week across 
campus to send items to Haiti 
through the Red Cross. The 
Health Professions Division 
will have bins to collect food 
to donate to Food for the Poor. 
The Oceanographic Center is 
also collecting donations in 
Modular 2, Room 125 of the 
Oceanographic Center.
    For more ways to help, 
please see our Events Calendar 
on page seven. 
How You Can Help Haiti
SERENA MANN
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
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CRAIG HEENIGHAN
SPORTS EDITOR 
	 The	NSU	women’s	basket-
ball	team	claimed	victory	by	their	
biggest	 margin	 of	 the	 season	 as	
they	 crushed	 the	 Eckerd	Tritons	
64-43	at	the	Don	Taft	University	
Center	on	Jan.	9.	
	 It	 was,	 in	 fact,	 the	 Tritons	
who	 made	 most	 of	 the	 early	
running	as	they	led	throughout	the	
opening	exchanges	as	the	Sharks	
struggled to find their feet. The 
Sharks	 found	 themselves	 down	
by	 four	 mid-ways	 through	 the	
first half at 18-14. NSU tied the 
game	at	18	apiece	with	little	over	
seven	 minutes	 remaining	 in	 the	
half.	 However,	 the	 Tritons	 were	
able	 to	 pull	 away	 again	 as	 they	
went	 up	 by	 two.	 The	 two	 point	
Triton	 lead	 would	 ultimately	
be	 there	 last	 in	 the	match	as	 the	
Sharks	began	to	take	control.	
	 With	 just	 over	 six	minutes	
remaining	in	the	half,	the	Sharks	
tied	 the	 game	 at	 20-20	 courtesy	
of	 a	 lay	 up	 by	 freshman	Rheisa	
Burke.	 The	 lay-up	 by	 Burke	
ignited	a	7-0	run	from	the	Sharks	
which	 culminated	 in	 a	 three	
pointer	from	senior	Tara	Haddock	
to	 give	 NSU	 the	 lead	 at	 25-20	
with five minutes remaining 
in	 the	 half.	 The	 Tritons	 stayed	
with	the	Sharks	and	were	able	to	
close	the	gap	to	two	before	NSU	
opened up another five point lead 
as	they	took	control	heading	into	
halftime	at	30-25.	
	 The	 Sharks	 exploded	 out	
of	the	traps	in	the	second	period	
as	they	executed	crucial	plays	on	
both	sides	of	the	ball.	A	12-0	run	
sparked	the	second	half	surge	and	
the	Sharks	 didn’t	 allow	 a	Triton	
basket	 for	 almost	 nine	 minutes	
of	 the	 second	half.	NSU	opened	
up	a	seventeen	point	lead	on	the	
three	separate	occasions	the	latter	
courtesy	of	a	jumper	from	senior	
LaShawnna	 Edwards	 to	 make	
it	 46-29.	 The	 Sharks	 eventually	
opened	up	the	21	point	lead	after	
two	 free	 throw	 shots	 by	 junior	
Lauren	Marshall	with	just	over	a	
minute	remaining	to	make	it	62-
41.	NSU	held	on	for	their	biggest	
Women’s Basketball Closes out the Week 
with a Home Victory and a Road Loss 
victory	 of	 the	 season	 and	 their	
second	SSC	victory.	
	 Edwards	 and	 sophomore	
Stevie	Kamp	both	led	the	Sharks	
offensively	 with	 12	 points	
apiece;	Edwards	also	amassed	six	
rebounds	in	the	match.	
	 The	Sharks	couldn’t	sustain	
their fine form as they were 
dispatched	by	Rollins	College	on	
Jan.	13	by	a	score	of	66-54.	
	 In	 a	 reversal	 of	 their	 pre-
vious	 outing	 it	 was	 the	 Sharks	
that	 made	 most	 of	 the	 early	
running	 as	 they	 led	 on	 several	
occasions	throughout	the	opening	
exchanges.	A	lay-up	from	Burke	
put	 the	 Sharks	 up	 11-6	 after	
five minutes of play. Rollins 
started	 to	 stamp	 their	 authority	
on	 proceedings	 as	 they	 took	 the	
lead	 at	 15-13.	 NSU	 responded	
immediately	 courtesy	 of	 a	 three	
pointer	 from	 junior	 Abbie	 Tepe	
with	 a	 little	 over	 eight	 minutes	
remaining	 in	 the	half.	The	game	
would	 remain	 tight	 until	 the	
closing	 stages	 of	 the	 half	 as	
Rollins	 took	 a	 36-26	 lead	 into	
the	break.	
	 NSU	 started	 slowly	 in	
the	 second	 half	 and	 soon	 found	
themselves	down	by	as	many	as	
twelve	points.	In	true	Sharks	style,	
NSU	clawed	their	way	back	into	
the	encounter	as	a	result	of	back-
to-back	three	pointers	from	Tepe	
and	 senior	 Lindsey	 Newpher	
made	it	40-36	to	Rollins.	
 The four point deficit was 
the	 closest	 the	 Sharks	 would	
come	all	game	as	Rollins	started	
to	 run	 away	with	 the	 encounter.	
Down	 by	 as	many	 as	 18	 at	 one	
point,	 the	 Sharks	 continued	 to	
press.	However,	 they	could	only	
cut	 the	Rollins	 lead	 to	10	points	
courtesy	 of	 a	 foul	 shot	 from	
Edwards	at	62-52.
	 Tepe	 led	 the	 way	 for	 the	
Sharks	offensively	as	she	amassed	
16	points	with	Edwards	acquiring	
a	game	high	10	rebounds.		
	 The	 Sharks	 move	 to	 an	
overall	season	record	of	9-7	and	
an	 in	 conference	 record	 of	 2-3	
as	 they	 face	Barry	University	 in	
their	next	outing	at	the	Don	Taft	
University	Center.	
Courtesy of Sports Information
LaShawnna Edwards garnered a game high 10 rebounds against Rollins.
www.nsucurrent.com January 19, 2010
Men’s Basketball Wins 
Through a Physical Battle 
Against the Tritons
CRAIG HEENIGHAN
SPORTS EDITOR 
	 A	 complete	 offensive	 and	
defensive	display	 from	 the	NSU	
men’s	basketball	 team	saw	them	
dispatch	 of	 the	 Eckerd	 Tritons	
77-64	on	Jan.	9.	
	 In	a	highly	physical	contest	
the	young	Sharks	battled	valiantly	
as	 they	 executed	 some	 crucial	
plays	 to	 secure	 the	 victory.	
Up	 against	 a	 much	 physically	
stronger	 side,	 NSU	 stepped	 up	
their	 game	 and	 proved	 they	 can	
match	the	strongest	of	teams.	
	 The	 Sharks	 looked	 in	
control	 throughout	 the	 opening	
exchanges	with	their	largest	lead	
of	 twelve	 points	 at	 26-14.	 The	
Tritons	 tried	 to	 battle	 back	 into	
the	game	but	the	Sharks	held	on	
for	a	37-28	lead	at	the	half.	
	 The	 two	 teams	 were	 more	
evenly	 matched	 in	 the	 second	
half	 as	 the	 Tritons	 closed	 the	
deficit as they tied the game 
at	 54-54	 with	 just	 over	 seven	
minutes	 remaining	 in	 the	 game.	
The	 Sharks	 fell	 behind	 for	 the	
first time in the encounter at 54-
56	 as	 the	 Tritons	 looked	 to	 be	
taking	 control	 of	 the	 game	with	
six	minutes	remaining.	
	 NSU	clawed	their	way	back	
into	 the	 match	 as	 they	 regained	
the	 lead	 and	 opened	 up	 an	
advantage	 over	 the	 Tritons.	 The	
Sharks	held	on	for	the	remainder	
of	 the	 match	 as	 they	 claimed	 a	
crucial	conference	victory.	
	 Junior	Alex	 Gynes	 led	 the	
Sharks	offensively	with	23	points,	
six	 rebounds	 and	 four	 assists.	
Junior	 John	 Brooks	 contributed	
with	 15	 points	 whilst	 junior	
Ross	 Allsop	 posted	 numbers	 of	
13	 points,	 nine	 rebounds	 and	
two	 blocks.	 Junior	 Lemar	 Dyer	
amassed	10	points,	three	rebounds	
and	 three	 assists	 with	 freshman	
Brian	 Cahill	 adding	 a	 further	
four	 points,	 three	 rebounds	 and	
three	assists.
	 The	 Sharks	 lost	 their	 next	
game	 in	 agonizing	 fashion	 as	 a	
last gasp three-pointer inflicted 
defeat	 upon	 the	 Sharks	 at	 the	
hands	 of	 Rollins	 College	 by	 a	
score	of	86-83	on	Jan	13.	
	 NSU	 exploded	 out	 of	 the	
traps	as	they	opened	up	an	early	
five point lead; however it proved 
to	 be	 short	 lived	 as	 Rollins	
College	 battled	 their	 way	 back	
into	 the	 encounter.	 Rollins	 took	
a	narrow	37-32	lead	into	the	half	
time	break.	
	 Rollins	 continued	 to	 pile	
the	pressure	on	the	Sharks	as	they	
came	out	aggressive	in	the	second	
half	as	they	opened	up	a	16	point	
lead	at	62-46	midway	through	the	
second	 half.	 Looking	 down	 and	
out	the	Sharks	stormed	back	into	
proceedings	 courtesy	 of	 Cahill	
and	 sophomore	 Rob	Huntington	
who	 scored	 15	 of	 19	 regulation	
points	 for	 the	 Sharks.	 Rollins	
took	a	one	point	lead	heading	into	
the final 11 seconds of regulation 
play.	 The	 Sharks	 had	 a	 chance	
to	win	the	game	when	Dyer	was	
fouled	 en	 route	 to	 the	 basket	 to	
garner	 two	 foul	 shots,	 despite	
missing the first Dyer held his 
nerve	to	drain	the	crucial	point	to	
send	the	game	into	overtime.	
	 Rollins	 held	 the	 advantage	
in	 overtime	 as	 they	 opened	 up	
another	 lead	 at	 83-77	 with	 less	
than	 a	 minute	 remaining.	 NSU	
clawed	 themselves	 back	 into	
the	 match	 once	 again	 courtesy	
of	 back-to-back	 three	 pointers	
from	 Huntington	 and	 junior	
Max	Papendieck.	With	the	game	
tied	 at	 83-83	Rollins	moved	 the	
ball	 down	 court	 and	 found	 their	
open	 man	 who	 drained	 a	 three	
pointer	 to	 break	 Nova	 hearts	 at	
the	 death.	 A	 speculative	 effort	
from	the	Sharks	at	the	death	fell	
short	as	they	recorded	their	third	
conference	defeat	of	the	season	
	 Huntington	led	the	way	for	
the	 Sharks	 offensively	 with	 20	
points and five rebounds. Cahill 
contributed	with	19	points	whilst	
Gynes	amassed	12	points.	
Courtesy of Sports Information
Lemar Dyer held his nerve to clinch a crucial free throw to send the game against Rollins into overtime.
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	 The	 Sharks	 move	 to	 an	
overall	 season	 record	 of	 8-6	
and	 an	 in	 conference	 record	 of	
2-3	 as	 they	 look	 to	 improve	
upon	 that	 when	 they	 take	 on	
rivals	 Barry	 University	 in	 their	
next	outing.	
Write a Letter to the Editor
Want to say something about what you have read? Have an opinion about something we covered? 
Do you have an idea that you think would be great in The Current?
Then send a Letter to the Editor at nsunews@nova.edu. 
You can also comment on our articles at www.nsucurrent.com.
www.nsucurrent.comJanuary 19, 2010 Arts & Entertainment12
“Blindness” (2008)
 This story of a mysterious 
epidemic that plagues the citi-
zens of a near-future society 
with blindness is, in my opinion, 
a perfectly flawless film. Power-
ful, thought-provoking, intensely 
dramatic, gripping and gut-
wrenching, this film boasts dom-
inating performances from every 
character, particularly Julianne 
Moore and Gael Garcia Bernal, as 
well as impeccable directing from 
Fernando Meirelles. This movie is 
absolutely worth watching as it will 
set off an electrical storm in your 
brain, as well as jolt your heart. 
“Nerakhoon: The Betrayal” 
(2008)
 During the Vietnam War, 
the neutral kingdom of Laos was 
secretly inhabited by the U.S. 
in order to create military base 
camps where they could spy 
and gain a tactical advantage. 
Once the U.S. vacated the land, 
the country was left to face the 
aftermath. “The Betrayal” is the
dynamic documentary of a 
fatherless family and their escape 
to the U.S. to start a new life in 
New York. The trials this family 
faces and their overcoming of 
those trials leads to an unforget-
table cinematic experience that 
beautifully narrates the human 
experience and the strength of 
the human will. 
“Once” (2006)
 Glen Hansard and Marketa 
Irglova play “guy” and “girl” in 
this modern-day musical set 
in Ireland. This movie not only 
rewrites the idea of the musical, 
it also allows the audience to 
peer into these individuals’ lives 
and the gravitational pull that 
brings them together. “Once” 
is not your typical film of the 
decade with big budgets and 
fancy special effects, it is very 
simple, and the only effect to be 
found is the effect on your heart 
as you ponder the film’s themes 
of love, romance, friendship and 
the strange connections we so 
often make through music.
“Lost in Translation” (2003)
 Sofia Coppola’s directorial 
debut enchanted audiences with 
two very particular wonders: a 
fantastic opening shot, close-up 
on Scarlett Johansson’s bum, and 
the great question that is, what 
in the world did Bob, played by 
Bill Murray, say to Johannson’s 
character, Charlotte, in that 
closing shot? In between those 
two unforgettable moments 
is the story of two strangers, 
finding each other, far away from 
home. Murray delivers one of the 
best performances of his career, 
creating a character that is 
unintentionally humorous amidst 
a mid-life crisis of sorts.  
“The Orphanage” (2007)
 2007 saw this little movie, 
“The Orphanage,” from Spain, 
become one of the biggest hits of 
the year. Director Juan Antonio 
Bayona brings to life this story 
of a family moving into the 
wife’s childhood home that was 
actually an orphanage where she 
was raised with several other 
children. Her son becomes sick 
and begins to see visions of little 
children. After his disappearance, 
her search leads her to exhaust 
every option, including the 
supernatural. Judging a book 
by its cover you would suspect 
this movie to be very scary and 
haunting, and at times it can be, 
however, in its resolution you 
find that there is much more to 
this movie than meets the eye 
as it has a heart-warming and 
touching message. This surprising 
find made this movie a treasure 
and made for an unforgettable 
cinematic experience making it 
one of my favorites of all-time. 
“Garden State” (2004)
 In 2004, little known 
comedic actor, Zach Braff, pulled 
the veil from our eyes to reveal 
the incredible artistic talent that 
he possesses. Writing, directing 
and starring in “Garden State,” 
Braff cemented his legacy as one 
of the brightest young talents in 
Hollywood. “Garden State” tells 
the story of a hopelessly lost and 
confused twenty-something man 
who must return home after his 
mother’s death. A few encounters 
with old friends and a new 
friendship with the eccentric and 
colorful Sam, played beautifully 
by Natalie Portman and Braff’s 
character, Andrew Largeman, 
or Large, gains a newfound 
perspective on life. Winning lots 
of awards including a Grammy 
to Braff for compiling one of the 
best soundtracks of our time, the 
film seems to have struck a chord 
with my generation and will be 
remembered and viewed many 
more times in years to come.  
“Punch-Drunk Love” (2002)
 What do you get when 
you take Adam Sandler, Philip 
Seymour Hoffman, Emily Watson 
and Luis Guzman? And throw 
them all in a film written and 
directed by “There Will Be Blood” 
director Paul Thomas Anderson? 
Well, you get one of the most 
original love stories ever. Sandler 
steps out of his comfort zone 
for the first time to play Barry 
Egan, a socially-awkward, lonely 
individual who owns his own 
business but hates his family for 
the torment they have placed 
upon him his entire life. He 
somehow meets a woman but 
shortly after, following a “phone-
call” gone wrong, Barry finds 
his life in danger as less than 
reputable individuals are looking 
to swindle him out of his hard-
earned money. Barry must find the 
courage to stand up for himself in 
order to find his identity and find 
love. I admit, this film, because it 
is so unique and Anderson makes 
such distinct artistic choices as 
a director, is not for everybody, 
but if you can somehow connect 
the dots to reveal this film’s 
enchantment and allure, you will 
be greatly satisfied. 
“Borat: Cultural Learnings 
of America for Make 
Benefit Glorious Nation of 
Kazakhstan” (2006)
 I love comedies, and 
wishing to include one in this list 
I had to think to myself, which 
comedies of the past decade 
stand out above the rest? “Borat” 
soars above the rest. “Borat” 
does this not only for all of its 
hilarious moments, but for the 
powerful message that writer and 
creator Sasha Baron Cohen was 
able to get across using comedy 
as his vehicle. “Borat” is one of 
the funniest, pee-in-your-pants, 
gasp in shock-and-awe movies of 
all time. At the same time, it is 
also an incredible social reflection 
that points out a lot of the flaws 
we possess in our culture—
things like prejudice, injustice, 
and hate. 
“Kill Bill 1 & 2” (2003 & 2004)
 Film after film, it is obvious 
that Quentin Tarantino might 
just be the greatest director of 
our time. Sorry, Spielberg. Over 
two volumes, Tarantino presents 
us with the story of the Bride’s 
betrayal, and her unavoidable 
vengeance upon her betrayers. 
“Kill Bill” seems to be just an epic 
martial arts film but it is also so 
much more than that. Its perfect 
dialogue, flawless storytelling, 
captivating characters, superb 
editing, beautiful music, un-
forgettable scenes and old-school 
style, “Kill Bill” is what an action 
movie should strive to be. 
“Into the Wild” (2007)
 In 1990, Christopher 
McCandless, after graduating 
college, donated his $24,000 
savings account, rid himself of 
any identification he possessed 
and walked away from civilization 
in the pursuit of a simple, yet 
fulfilling, life in the wild. An 
incredibly powerful and inspiring 
real-life account, as told by Jon 
Krakauer in his book of the same 
name, directed by Sean Penn 
and with a performance by Emile 
Hirsch that immediately made 
everyone take notice, “Into the 
Wild” is Christopher’s journey 
hitchhiking up the west coast 
and finally reaching the Alaskan 
frontier. He begins to live the life 
he wanted, but tragically comes 
to the realization that “happiness 
is real when shared.” This movie 
had a heavy impact on me and is 
therefore, one of the best I have 
ever seen.
Honorable Mention: 
“The Darjeeling Limited,” “Lars 
and the Real Girl,” “The Brothers 
Bloom,” “Juno,” “The Curious 
Case of Benjamin Button,” “The 
Others,” “Layer Cake,” “Big Fish,” 
“Reign Over Me,” “Cast Away” 
and “The Road.”
The Five We Agree On
“Children of Men” (2006)
 Clive Owen has quietly 
made a reputation for himself as 
one of the most talented actors 
in show business today, and his 
performance in “Children of Men” 
only helps his case. Owen is able 
to portray the rough, rugged hero 
Theo, while, at the same time, 
revealing a sensitive, tangible 
vulnerability. In this movie, 
especially, where the indifferent 
Theo is suddenly thrust into the 
position of guardian for a woman 
carrying the only newborn in the 
last 18 years, trying to see the 
“Light of Day” in a society in which 
infertility has inexplicably affected 
every woman alive, Owen’s power 
shines. Powerful story-telling and 
trailblazing directing from Alfonso 
Cuaron has thrust this film into 
many a “Best of the Decade” 
lists.
“Almost Famous” (2000)
 Barely making it into the 
decade is “Almost Famous,” a film 
about a young, aspiring, high-
school student given the chance 
to write an article for Rolling 
 If you spend any time on the internet at all then you have probably stumbled upon one or two “Best Movies of the Decade” lists. We wanted to jump on the bandwagon 
and create The Current’s own “Bests of the Decade” lists. As we began making our lists we realized we each have our own distinct taste, and only five movies (shown in the middle) 
overlapped on our lists. So, we decided to include these five and then each pick 10 of our own.  Here are our picks for best movies of the decade, and please do not be afraid to let us know if 
you disagree.
Stone Magazine about Stillwater, a 
popular up-and-coming rock band. 
Simply put, “Almost Famous” is 
one of the best coming of age 
films since “The Graduate.” With 
a stellar cast, including Jason Lee, 
Philip Seymour Hoffman, Frances 
McDormand, Billy Crudup, Kate 
Hudson, Zooey Deschanel, Anna 
Paquin, Jimmy Fallon, Patrick 
Fugit and directed by Cameron 
Crowe, the film follows a young 
man, William Miller, played by 
Fugit, on his journey following the 
band on their national tour, and 
transitioning in response to the 
once in a lifetime experiences he 
is being subjected to by his unique 
position. This important time in a 
Will’s life is wonderfully captured 
by Crowe in a terrific film that 
leaves a long-lasting impression 
on any viewer. After all, what 
aspiring critic would not want to 
be given an opportunity like this?
“Eternal Sunshine of the 
Spotless Mind” (2004)
 This film has made it to the 
number one spot of nearly every 
“Best of the Decade” list out 
there, and if you have seen it, this 
is not that surprising. In “Eternal 
Written by Juan Gallo and Stefani Rubino
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“In the Bedroom” (2001)
 Even after eight years 
have passed, it seems that “In 
the Bedroom” is still the best 
and truest American tragedy 
produced this decade—and it 
was an adaptation. In what could 
be called a suburban nightmare, 
director Todd Fields gives us the 
story of Frank Fowler (Nick Stahl), 
a young college graduate who 
comes home to mid-coast Maine 
for the summer before heading 
off to graduate school and is 
shot during an altercation with 
his lover Natalie’s (Marisa Tomei) 
ex-husband, Richard (William 
Mapother). Frank’s parents, Matt 
(Tom Wilkinson) and Ruth (Sissy 
Spacek), are left dealing with the 
death of their son, who seemed 
to be at the beginning of his life. 
Their grief is exacerbated when 
Richard is released because there 
is not sufficient evidence to hold 
him for murder charges. From 
there, Field tells the story of an 
entire town, grieving over the loss 
of not only Frank but the town’s 
innocence and happiness and 
navigates the audience towards a 
striking and remarkable ending.
You Can Count On Me” 
(2000)
 Somehow, this movie managed
to slip by everyone I know and 
almost every “Best Movies of the 
Decade” list that I have read. 
Sammy (Laura Linney) and 
Terry (Mark Ruffalo) are siblings 
who were orphaned by their 
parents’ death and grew up to 
live completely different lives. 
The only the thing that keeps 
them connected is the house 
their parents left them in upstate 
New York, where Sammy lives 
with her son, Rudy. When Terry, 
a drifter of sorts, comes back to 
town to basically borrow money 
from Sammy, he is sucked into 
her life there. Together, along 
with Rudy and the men in 
Sammy’s life, they begin find the 
true meaning of love—all kinds of 
love—and struggle to reconnect, 
once again. What seems to be a 
simple storyline turns out to be 
something so much more powerful 
than expected, aided only by 
the incredible and commanding 
performances by two of the most 
underrated actors in Hollywood, 
Ruffalo and Linney. 
“Caché” (2005)
 Michael Haneke is, without 
a doubt, one of the greatest 
filmmakers of all time, and 
“Caché” is his masterwork, so 
far. A French family begins to 
receive videotapes of their home 
recorded by some camera on 
the street that they cannot see. 
When the videotapes start to 
include crayon drawings in their 
packaging, Georges, played 
by Daniel Auteuil, tries to find 
the reasons for the intrusive 
surveillance, which leads him 
on journey through his dark 
childhood that not even his wife, 
Anne (Juliette Binoche), knows 
about. In typical Haneke fashion, 
“Caché” exposes the kind of 
colonial guilt that has become so 
unwelcome in the lives of smug, 
bourgeois, bohemian families 
like the one portrayed in the 
film, while keeping audiences on 
the edge of their seats as this 
family falls apart simply because 
they are being watched by some 
unseen spectator.
“The Squid and The Whale” 
(2005)
 When parents divorce, the 
separation is supposed to ease 
the tensions between them and 
spare their children of witnessing 
yet another long-winded battle 
over money, sex, etc. However, 
as most people with divorced 
parents know, this is not always 
the case, and sometimes, the 
battle becomes larger and more 
emotional. As the parents, played 
fantastically by Laura Linney and 
Jeff Daniels, let their jealousy of 
one another take the forefront 
in their lives, their children, 
played by Jesse Eisenberg (in his 
best role yet) and Owen Kline, 
begin to act out on every whim 
and take sides in this battle of 
parent versus parent.  In what 
is definitely Noah Baumbach’s 
greatest film so far, Baumbach 
delivers a somewhat humorous 
and dramatic portrait that shows 
us how a divorce can make 
things worse for the entire family, 
especially when the parties 
involved refuse to communicate 
at all.
“Best In Show” (2000)
 “Best In Show” is not just 
one of my favorite comedies 
of the decade, it is one of 
my favorite comedies, ever. 
Christopher Guest is known for his 
mockumentary-style filmmaking 
and here, he gives us a satire of 
a “sport” we do not often think 
about—the dog show. However, 
this is not just about the dogs. 
In fact, the dogs do not even 
matter that much, except for the 
fact that they are the objects of 
their crazy handlers’ obsessions. 
Guest takes the audience 
through a variety of characters, 
from the middle-class Floridians, 
the Flecks (Eugene Levy and 
Catharine O’Hara); the upper-
class, yuppies, the Swans (Parker 
Posey and Michael Hitchcock); 
a single Southern, bait shop 
owner, Harlen Pepper (Guest); 
the secret lesbian gold-digger 
(Jennifer Coolidge) and her lover/
dog trainer Christy (Jane Lynch); 
and finally, the flamboyantly gay 
Shih Tzu owners, Scott (John 
Michael Higgins) and Stefan 
(Michael McKean). Sounds like 
the makings of comedy gold, 
right? Well, it is.
“The Pianist” (2002)
 I have not seen this on 
many lists, but maybe it is just 
because Roman Polanski is not too 
popular right now. Regardless, I 
am pretty disappointed about it. 
“The Pianist” is one of the best 
films about the Holocaust that 
I have ever seen. Based on the 
autobiography of Jewish-Polish 
pianist, W_adys_aw Szpilman 
(Adrian Brody), a talented young 
man living in Warsaw right as 
World War II was beginning. 
When Germany starts to invade 
Poland, Szpilman and his family 
are moved into the Warsaw 
ghetto, and soon after, Szpilman 
is the only member of his family 
that survives, still hiding in the 
Warsaw ghetto. Eventually, 
Wilm Hosenfeld (Thomas 
Kretschmann) finds Szpilman, 
but instead of arresting him, he 
lets him continue hiding and even 
brings him food and clothing, all 
because Szpilman told him he 
was a pianist. What follows is a 
truly heart wrenching account of 
a man just trying to survive, just 
trying to save himself, in the face 
of total disaster. 
“The Royal Tennenbaums” 
(2001)
 After “Rushmore” received 
such unexpected critical success, 
people were worried about what 
Wes Anderson, co-writer and 
director of said film, would do 
next. Well, what he did next 
turned out to be just as amazing 
(some might argue better) as 
his previous work. “The Royal 
Tennenbaums” is the ironic and 
darkly humorous story of the 
Tennenbaum family, but mostly 
the three children (Ben Stiller, 
Luke Wilson and Gwyneth Paltrow) 
of the family, who experienced 
enormous successes during their 
childhood, and then suffered even 
larger, unimaginable failure after 
their father leaves them and their 
mother. Years later, hoping to get 
the family back together their 
father, Royal (Gene Hackman), 
pretends he is dying. This sends 
the family, and those close to 
it, on a whirlwind of emotional 
despair and happiness as they 
reminisce about days past and 
discover hidden memories they 
forgot were there.
“City of God” (2002)
 The only reason I even 
knew about this movie when I 
was in high school was because 
I saw someone receive it as a 
gift at a birthday party. Sure, my 
unenlightened teenage self may 
not have been tracking quality 
cinema at that point, but if it were 
not for that party, it would have 
taken me years to finally see this 
cinematic masterpiece. “City of 
God,” based on the novel of the 
same name, tells the story of 
the rise of organized crime (and 
everything that comes with it, 
including drug use, prostitution 
and disease) during the 1960s, 
all the way up to the beginning 
of the 1980s, in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil. Most of the characters in 
the film are fairly young and are 
portrayed by young actors, which 
makes it incredibly powerful, 
and at times, hard to watch. 
However, I cannot think of film, 
which portrays these types of 
stories, that even comes close to 
the greatness of “City of God.”
“4 Months, 3 Weeks, and 2 
Days” (2008)
 In 2008, this film essentially 
came out of nowhere and shocked 
everyone, not just because of 
how remarkable it is, but because 
of its subject matter. Romanian 
cinema did not really have too 
much prominence throughout the 
world, but after the release of “4 
Months, 3 Weeks, and 2 Days,” 
people are bound to pay more 
attention. The film follows two 
young, college students, pregnant 
Gabriella (Laura Vasiliu), and her 
friend, Otilia (Anamaria Marinca), 
in 1987, as they try to find a way 
to abort Gabriella’s pregnancy 
under Romania’s Communist rule, 
where abortion—of any kind—is 
illegal. Though this film might 
not be for everyone, it features 
commanding performances by
these young actresses and por-
trays their struggle in troubling 
and thought-provoking way.
“No Country For Old Men” 
(2007)
 Ever since the first time I 
watched “The Big Lebowski,” I 
had a feeling that some day the 
Coen Brothers would rise to a 
legendary status, but I had no 
idea it would come so quickly. 
Though all of their films are worth 
watching for different reasons, 
“No Country for Old Men” was 
certainly their best work of the 
decade. Taking their attention 
away from the comedic angle of 
the story, the Coen Brothers take 
audiences through Texas and 
into Mexico for a story that gives 
dramatic meaning to the phrase 
“wrong place, wrong time.” All at 
once, “No Country for Old Men” 
is suspenseful and vivid, while 
being just violent enough to get 
the point across but not enough 
to make audiences look away. 
Honorable Mention: 
“The Constant Gardener,” “25th 
Hour,” “There Will Be Blood,” 
“O, Brother Where Art Thou?,” 
“Memento,” “Adaptation,” “The 
Beat That My Heart Skipped, 
“A History of Violence,” “The 
Life Aquatic with Steve Zissou,” 
“Amelie,” “The Sea Inside,” “The 
Hurt Locker” and “Mystic River.”
Sunshine of the Spotless Mind,” 
writer/director Michel Gondry 
explores the depths of romantic 
love and its connection to our 
memory in a nonlinear, almost 
chaotic way. Assisted by truly 
fantastic performances by Kate 
Winslet and Jim Carrey, Gondry 
presents viewers with a surreal 
portrait of one couple’s heartbreak 
and a realistic portrait of how 
messy love can be sometimes.
“The Diving Bell and the 
Butterfly” (2007)
 In general, adaptations 
are hard to film. There is so 
much pressure from the public, 
the studios and the authors 
themselves that can make that 
task seem unreasonable. Then, 
add the fact that the memoir 
director Julian Schnabel was trying 
to film was about Jean-Dominique 
Bauby, the editor of Elle Magazine 
who suffered a massive stroke at 
43 which developed into Locked-in 
Syndrome, a condition where your 
mind is still active but your body is 
completely paralyzed. After seeing 
this harrowing and beautiful 
account of what Bauby had to go 
through to write his memoir—able 
to only communicate with his 
only open eye, he and a group 
of nurses developed a system so 
that he could spell out words to 
them—it seems almost impossible 
that this film was even made. 
“Revolutionary Road” (2008)
 Based on what is, 
undoubtedly, one of the greatest 
novels ever written, “Revolutionary 
Road” is yet another tour-de-
force by British filmmaker Sam 
Mendes. Featuring the return 
of a legendary film partnership 
between Leonardo DiCaprio and 
Kate Winslet, “Revolutionary 
Road” is a near-perfect adaptation 
aided only by the fact that these 
two, now more than ever, know 
how to act. “Revolutionary Road” 
is heartbreaking and sensual and 
even though it is obviously not a 
thriller, Mendes keeps viewers on 
the edge of their seats the entire 
time for what turns out to be one 
of the most well-filmed endings 
of the decade, and possibly all of 
filmmaking history.
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of	 the	 song	 completely	 changes	
pace	 and	 continuing	 with	 the	
video	 game	 motif,	 reminds	 one	
of	 a	 level	 in	 Super	Mario	 Bros.	
You will definitely find yourself 
listening	 to	 this	 song	 over	 and	
over	 again.	 The	 album	 then	
closes	out	in	mellow	fashion	with	
“I	Think	Ur	a	Contra.”	
	 So,	 is	 it	 too	 soon	 to	 begin	
to	shower	Vampire	Weekend	with	
praise	 and	 hail	 them	 as	 one	 o	 f	
the	best	bands	to	have	come	out	
in	 recent	 years?	Absolutely	 not.	
All	of	the	praise	and	recognition	
that	 this	 band	 has	 received	 is	
well-deserved	 and	 will	 continue	
to	pour	on	them,	so	long	as	they	
continue	 to	 create	 such	 a	 high-
caliber	type	of	music	as	they	have	
done	in	“Contra.”	
Jan. 19-25, 2010
	 To	clear	up	any	confusion,	
the	 band	 Vampire	 Weekend	
has	 nothing	 to	 do	 with	 Robert	
Pattinson	 or	 Taylor	 Lautner.	
No,	 instead,	 Vampire	 Weekend	
is	 actually	 a	 quartet	 from	 New	
York,	 who	 formed	 in	 Columbia	
University,	 where	 they	 all	
studied.	 Eventually,	 they	 found	
great	success	with	their	self-titled	
debut	 album.	 On	 January	 12,	
Vampire	Weekend	 released	 their	
second	 album	 titled	 “Contra,”	
and	although	it	is	still	very	early	
in	 2010,	 this	 album	 can	 already	
be	declared	one	of	the	best	of	the	
year.	
	 One	 of	 the	 hardest	 things	
for	 recording	 artists	 to	 do	 is	 to	
follow-up	 a	 successful	 debut.	
The	 sophomore	 album	 is	 one	
that	 determines	 if	 you	were	 just	
a fluke or if there is true, long-
lasting	 talent	 there.	 It	 is	 made	
even	more	challenging	by	all	the	
expectations	set	by	fans	 that	fell	
in love with an artist’s first album 
and	just	want	to	hear	more	of	the	
same.	 There	 is	 often	 pressure	
from	 labels,	 and	 even	 an	 artists	
own	 pressure	 to	 continue	 to	 do	
what	comes	easy	or	to	challenge	
their	music	and	seek	new	sounds	
for	their	expression.	
	 It	 is	 hard	 to	 imagine	 the	
members	 of	 Vampire	 Weekend	
feeling	 any	 kind	 of	 pressure	 as	
they	 always	 appear	 to	 be	 cool,	
calm	and	collected,	like	they	are	
ready	 to	 set	 sail	 in	 their	 button-
down	dress	shirts,	 thin	sweaters,	
J.	 Crew	 khaki	 shorts	 and	 boat	
shoes.	It	is	not	just	their	apparel,	
however,	 that	 is	 a	 testament	
to	 their	 blatant	 disregard	 for	
expectations,	 as	 “Contra”	 dis-
plays	 the	 band	 having	 fun	 and	
making	 great	music	 that	 is	 both	
reminiscent	 of	 what	 they	 have	
done	 in	 the	 past	 while	 boldly	
charting	upon	new	territories.	
	 The	 album	 opens	 with	
“Horchata,”	 which	 begins	 with	
lead	singer	Ezra	Koenig’s	vocals	
accompanied	 by	 a	 xylophone,	
and	 then	 the	 pumping	 of	 the	
bass	 drum	 is	 present	 before	
you	 are	 overwhelmed	 by	 the	
rhythmic	percussions	that	clearly	
dominate	 the	 track.	 It	 literally	
sounds	 like	 Vampire	 Weekend	
is	 being	 backed	 by	 your	 high	
school	 marching	 band.	 Next	
thing	you	know	you	are	dancing	
in	 your	 car	 and	 singing	 “You’d	
remember	 drinking	 Horchata”	
while	 thinking	 to	 yourself,	 “I	
don’t	know	what	Horchata	is	but	
it	sounds	delightful!”	
	 “Horchata”	is	a	great	open-
ing	track	as	it	sets	the	tone	for	the	
kind	 of	 fun	 and	 “kick-off-your-
shoes	and	dance-around,	singing	
loudly”	atmosphere	that	Vampire	
Weekend	 creates.	 “Horchata”	
kind	 of	 sounds	 like	 “Ottoman,”	
the	 track	 they	 released	 for	 the	
“Nick and Norah’s Infinite 
Playlist”	soundtrack,	mixed	with	
the	drumming	style	of	“Cape	Cod	
Kwassa	 Kwassa,”	 a	 track	 from	
their first album.
	 The	 next	 track,	 “White	
Sky,”	continues	the	trend	started	
by	 “Horchata”	 of	 upbeat,	 lively	
rhythms.	 This	 time,	 the	 electric	
guitar	 and	 bass	 play	 a	 bigger	
role	 as	 the	 drums	 persuade	 the	
listener	 into	 a	 sort	 of	 “crowd-
participation”	 mode	 with	 a	 beat	
that	 is	 made	 for	 great	 follow-
along	 hand-clapping.	 Koenig	
also	does	an	interesting	take	on	a	
high-pitched	wail	in	the	chorus	of	
this	track.	
	 The	next	few	tracks,	“Holi-
day”	 and	 “California	 English,”	
maintain	 the	 dance	 grooves	 and	
extremely	energetic	vibe	that	will	
cement	in	your	mind	the	idea	that	
Vampire	Weekend	is	a	great	band	
to	 see	 live	 because	 their	 shows	
are	like	a	giant	party.	Also,	while	
listening	 to	 Vampire	 Weekend	
you	cannot	help	but	applaud	 the	
band	for	their	originality,	as	they	
are definitely a band that plays 
their	music	and	their	instruments	
as	if	they	are	coloring	way	outside	
of	the	lines.	
 To try to define the Vampire 
Weekend	 sound,	 you	 have	 to	
envision	 yourself	 capturing	
musical influences from Afro-
Beat	 culture,	 indie	 rock,	 punk	
rock,	1980s	pop,	and	a	few	more,	
and	bottling	it	all	up,	allowing	it	
to	 fuse	and	 then	pouring	out	 the	
resulting	mixture.	
	 “Taxi	 Cab”	 is	 a	 slower	
track	 with	 a	 lot	 of	 piano	 and	 a	
programmed	 beat	 in	 the	 back-
ground	that	is	constant	throughout	
the	whole	track.	More	often	than	
in the first album, “Contra” finds 
the	 band	 exploring	 the	 digital	
universe	 and	 using	 a	 lot	 of	
computer-generated	 sounds	 and	
effects	to	accent	their	songs.	
	 “Run”	and	“Cousins”	bring	
the	tempo	back	up.	“Cousins”	is	
actually the first single released 
from	 the	 album	 and	 it	 is	 one	
of	 the	 most	 energetic.	 All	 this	
leads	 to	 the	 second	 to	 last	 song	
“Diplomat’s	 Son,”	 a	 six-minute	
track	 that	 is	 undoubtedly	 the	
masterpiece	of	the	album.	
	 The	song	has	a	reggae	vibe	
and	 includes	 a	 clever,	 catchy	
sound-byte	 in	 the	beginning	and	
throughout	 that	 almost	 sounds	
like	 something	 from	 the	 Street	
Fighter	 video	 game.	 The	 bridge	
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world	 and	 is	 extending	 a	 help-
ing	hand.	
	 If	 you	 would	 like	 more	
information	 on	 how	 to	 donate	
food,	clothing,	time	or	money,	we	
have	 compiled	 a	 list	 of	ways	 to	
help	with	 the	 relief	 effort	 in	our	
Features	section.
	 Have	 something	 to	 say?	
E-mail	The	Current	at	nsunews@
nova.edu	with	your	letters,	com-
ments	or	story	ideas.	We	want	to	
hear	from	you.	
For more information, please contact 
The Current at (954) 262-8455 or email us at 
nsunews@nova.edu
Write for 
The Current
We are currently accepting 
applications for writers to work on 
articles for our weekly publication.
Employees will be eligible to gain 
hands-on experience in a newsroom 
environment and work with 
real-world deadlines, all while 
having fun. 
Journalism experience is preferred, 
but not necessary. 
Training is provided.
Stop by our office for an 
application today!
	 “I	was	 stunned,	 devastated	
and	 upset	 because	 I	 couldn’t	 do	
anything.”	 said	 Sonless	 Martin,	
M.B.A.	 student.	 Martin	 is	
referring	 to	 the	 7.0	 earthquake	
that	 shook	 Haiti	 on	 Jan.	 12.	 “I	
have	 family	 over	 there	 —	 both	
on	 my	 mother’s	 side	 and	 my	
father’s	side.”	
	 Currently,	Martin	 is	organ-
izing	efforts	to	send	food,	clothing	
and	 other	 items	 to	 the	 grief-
stricken	 country	 immediately	 and
plans	 to	 continue	 to	 send	 items
over the next five years. “Yester-
day, I printed 500 flyers and I 
put	them	up	all	over	the	bulletin	
boards	on	campus	for	students	to	
get	involved.”	
	 Martin	 is	 just	one	of	many	
students	 who	 were	 affected	 by	
the	 earthquake.	 Various	 NSU	
groups	 have	 collaborated	 their	
efforts and come together to find 
ways	 to	 help	 Haitians	 at	 a	 time	
when	they	need	it	most.	It	is	nice	
to	know	that	NSU	cares	about	the	
	 Ever	 think	 your	 computer	
could	 do	 more?	 I	 mean,	 it	 just	
sits	 there,	 right?	 Well,	 here	 is	
something	 cool	 your	 computer	
does:	 it	 allows	 you	 to	 access	
MakeUseOf.com.	Yes,	 it	 is	 such	
a	 cool	Web	 site	 that	 if	 the	 only	
thing	your	computer	does	is	take	
you	 there,	 then	 those	 900	 bucks	
were	worth	it.	
	 What	 is	 the	 big	 deal,	 you	
say?	The	big	deal	is	MakeUseOf.
com,	founded	in	July	2006,	 tells	
you	how	to	make	your	computer	
and	 your	 Internet	 experience	
better.	Regardless	of	whether	you	
are	 a	Mac	 or	 a	 PC,	 even	 if	 you	
are	a	Linux,	the	site	provides	you	
with	 tips	 to	 get	 the	most	 out	 of	
your	system.
	 Their	 guides	 range	 from	
“Four	 Free	 Quick	 Note	 Taking	
Apps	For	The	Mac”	 to	“8	Steps	
To	 Regain	 Control	 Of	 Your	
Facebook	Privacy.”	
	 Just	 wait,	 there	 is	 more!	
MakeUseOf.com	is	not	only	ded-
icated	 to	computers	and	 Internet	
browsing.	 They	 also	 provide	
funny	 videos,	 cartoons,	 articles	
and	 pictures	 to	make	 you	 laugh	
as	 you	 learn	 how	 to	 build	 a
great	computer.
	 “You	will	need	to	download	
CalWall	 Lite	 from	 the	 iTunes	
AppStore	 and	 follow	 the	 steps	
provided	 in	 the	 application.	You	
will	need	your	Google	username/
password	combination.	This	could	
potentially	 be	 a	 security	 risk	 if	
you	happen	to	lose	your	iPhone,”	
reads	a	tip	on	how	to	enable	your	
Google	Calendar	as	the	wallpaper	
in	 your	 iPhone,	 from	 “The	
Unofficial Guide to the iPhone.”
	 Their	 articles	 are	 arranged	
by	categories	to	make	them	easier	
to	browse.	Mac,	PC,	Linux,	Web	
Apps,	iPhone,	Gaming	and	Geeky	
Fun	 are	 some	 of	 the	 groupings	
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found	in	the	site.	MakeUseOf.com
also	 provides	 you	 with	 tips	 to	
browse	 safely	 and	 every	 time	
your	security	could	be	in	danger	
—	they	tell	you.	
	 “The	 aim	 of	 MakeUseOf.
com	 is	 to	 guide	 you	 through	
the	 web	 and	 tell	 you	 about	 hot	
websites	that	you	have	never	heard	
of,	 free	 alternatives	 to	 popular	
software	programs,	and	all	kinds	
of	 “how	 to”	 tips	 for	 Windows,	
Mac	and	Linux	computer	users,”	
reads	their	“About	Us”	page.
	 You	 can	 also	 follow	
MakeUseOf.com	on	Facebook	to	
keep	up	with	their	articles	while	
you update your profile.
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“Obviously,	 its	 a	 sad	 situation	 that	 is	 going	on.	But	 I	 haven’t	 seen	 so	
many	banners	or	posters.	Maybe	I’m	coming	at	the	times	when	things	are	
not happening. I hope to see more fliers and efforts around campus. I am 
a	weekend	student.”
Zunbair Ahmad, M.B.A. in Finance
“It	is	great	to	see	the	support	that	Haiti	is	receiving	in	this	time	of	need.	
This	very	tragic	event	will	require	people	to	come	together	to	rebuild	and	
help	support	the	people	of	Haiti.”
Monica Tobin, M.I.B.A. in International Business
“What	has	happened	in	Haiti	should	awaken	our	consciousness	as	human	
beings.	It	not	a	making	of	their	own,	but	a	misfortune	that	should	bring	
out	 the	 best	 in	 us.	One	 that	 should	 appeal	 to	 the	 better	 angels	 of	 our	
nature,	because	our	little	contributions	is	their	salvation.”
Hassan Khannenje, Ph.D. in Conflict Analysis and Resolution
“Of	 course	 it	 is	 a	 devastating	 experience	 that	 the	 Haitians	 are	 going	
through	right	now.	I	had	a	friend	in	Haiti	at	the	time,	who	is	actually	an	
NSU	student,	and	I	was	upset	because	I	needed	to	know	she	was	alright.	
But	 I	 heard	 from	her	 and	 she	 is	 okay.	 I	 think	NSU	 is	 putting	 a	 lot	 of	
efforts	towards	relief	in	Haiti	and	I	think	that	it	is	a	good	thing.”	
Kadian Simpson, junior legal studies and president of the Caribbean 
Students Association

